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Jeffrey M. Tripp, A Revelation from Gabriel to Nathan?

The Herodian Temple

and the Ideology of the Davidic Covenant

innthe Hazon Gabriel ..o sirrseenirssns e 7-27

The Hazon Gabriel, a Hebrew text written on stone that most likely pre-dates Jesus' death,
initially caused a great deal of controversy due to a possible reference to the resusrection of a
Davidic figure afier three days. Since the interpretation of that line has largely been rejected, the
field is left open for other interpretations of the brief and fragmented text. This paper focuses on
the many links 1o David and the coverantal scene in 2 Samuel 7 in Hazon Gubriel, arguing that
both aspecis of that covenant— the promise of an cnduring Davidic line and the asserted right
of God (o have a temple buill only on Ged's initiative — present the proper lilerary backdrop
for Hazon Gabriel. Meanwhile, the rebuilding of the second temple on the initiative of the non-
Davidic king Herod, a project that required the demolition of the existing temple, is presented
as the historical backdrop 1o the apocalyptic text.

Early Groups of Jesus Followers

Clare K. Rothschild, “Have I Not Seen Jesus Our Lord?!”
{1 Cor 9:1c): Fuithlessness of Eyewitnesses
in the Gospels of Mark and Paul .......cocovceevveeeneiceeeceaennn. 29-51

In the past ten years, Early Christian Studies have witnessed a resurgence of interest in the
relationship between Mark’s gospel and Paul’s letters. Yet Mark and Paut’s undispuied letters
encempass important differences. The most significant difference is Mark’s emphasis on Josus”
life and teachings. Paul seems uninterested in either, rather demonstrating interest in the impact
and meaning of Jesus” death. These and other objections notwithstanding, against the traditional
claim that Mark was written by someone associated with Peter, this essay hypathesizes that the
well-known Markan theme of the failure of the disciples demonstrates a historical association
with Paul, In the wake of Paul’s death, it validates his authority as an apostle against compeling
fraditions. The first known response was Matthew's gospel, a central purpose of which was 10
refute this idea. Luke and others, 1oo, eventually responded.




Mara Rescio, Demons and Prayer:
Traces of Jesus' Esoteric Teaching

from Mark to Clement of Alexandrid oo, 3-81
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The article aims to address once more the thorny problem of Mark’s reception in the first Lwo
centurivs by reconsidering the actual role played by Matlhew and Luke in the fate of their
primary source. Within this perspective the analysis will focus on the transmission history of
Mark 9:28-29. which reports an enigmatic sentence of Jesus conceming demons and prayer
surprisingly absent in the paraticl Synoplic passages. This Jesus saying. which appears in Mark
in a conlext of esoleric leaching, was later recalled by Clement of Alexandria in his fologae
propheticae (15.1), though without any explicil relerence to Mark's Gospel. By racing the
possible connection between Clement's lext and Mark we will try Lo show how some csoteric
traits of the Markan Jesus. sifted and eroded by Matthew and Luke. may have survived in the
memaory of early Christian centuries.

Carlo Carlelti, Origini cristiane ed epigrafia.
Note di lettura a proposito di alcune iscrizioni
(forse) «prolOCFISHINE» e e £3-94

This articte is dedicated 10 the anal ysis of 2 controversial issue, namely. the problem of the rele-

sance of epigraphic testimonies forthe study of Christian origins. Taking as a starling point some
considerations of W. Tabbernce, published in the last volune of ASE (302 [2013]: 287-301).
the ausher demonstrates that a correet methodological approach Lo epigraphic testimontes, as
already demonstrated by Franz Dolger and Antonio Ferrua, does ot penmit inscriptions with the
symbol of fish 1o be considered ¢ priori as evidence of the presence of Christian groups in Rome
or elsewhere in the first cenluries. 3t is therelore necessary 10 take systematically into adequate
consideraiion the historical and archeological context to which ¢pigraphic testimonies belong.
In this article the author also presents some considerations on the history of archeological and
epigraphic methods in the 19th and 20th centuries.

History of Biblical Interpretation

Tim Denecker, Gert Partoens, De voce et yerbo.
Augiistine’s exegesis of Joln 1:1-3 and 23
in sermons 288 and 293A auct. (Dolbeau 3) . 95-118

The distinetion between John the voice (ex) and Christ the Word (Verbmn) is an important
theme in Saint Augusiine's sermons on the birthday of John the Baptist (Junce 24). 1t is most
prominent in his sermons 288 and 293A auct. (Defbeau 3). wiich have been dated 10 401 and
4047, respectively. Through a close-reading of §§ 2-4 of Serm. 288 and §§ 510 of Serm. 293A
auct, this contribution shows how Augustine first establishes the distinction between oy and
werbum linguistically. and how he subsequently uses it as a didactic analogy in his exegesis of
Joha 1:1=3 (where Christis presented as the divine Verbum) and }:23 (where John the Baptist
calls himsell a “wox clamantis in deserfo”™). From a campanson ol the corresponding paragraphs.
il wilt become clear that both sernsons arc highly similar in structure and phrasing. but that Sera.
293A auct. stands as the more coherent and maore didactic counterpart 1o Serm. 288,

History of Christianity

Gugliclmo Forni Rosa, Una crisi dellu cosclenza storica:
1896- 1904 ... eetreeesstmseseschesisseeecsiectiisirreseesesietensarrirainciiras 119-149

The phenomena and discussions that took shape in the beginning of the 20th eentury, primarily
as a result of the introduction of histerieal method imo biblical studies also present in sccond hatt
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of the 20th. It is necessary o consider the overall framework in which the anti-modernist reaction
may have stopped o5 curbed the study of certain problems — outwardly at least— . bul these were
1o return in various forms, both in the reflections of individuals and in official documents. It may
be that today. as historians, we are not tied to metaphysical postulates regarding the form of the
world. history and the human psyche. However. the aim of hermencutic ortentation. which goes
back ta Dilthey. but which through Heidegger goes as far as Bulimann and then Gadamer, Ricoeur,
elc..is to discover the inevitable assumptions which orient interpretation.

Mauro Pesce, La relazione tra il concetio di eresia
e la storia del cristanesing ... e ee e i————aren 15E-168

The arlicle maintains that the concepts ol heresy and heretic cannol be used as historiographic
calegorics, since they are confessional tools claborated in order to condenn some theological
thearics. Furthermore. the concept of heresy assumes different meanings in different histori-
<al periods. The principal historical periods in which madifications of the concept of heresy
took place are, first of all, the second Tl of (he second contury, then the classical period of
Christian heresiofogy in the Chatcedonian churches and. finalty, the medieval period of the
$ith to 14N centurics. Fram the late sixteenth century onward semc conditions came gradually
imto existence, which permilied the birth of a non-confessional history of Christianity. The
climination of the coneept of heresy implics a refarmulation of the epistemelogicat statute
of the history of Christianity. as a discipline dirccted at historical knowledge and not at the
defense or presentation of a particular Christian confession or at the defense of Christian
religion in relation 1o other refigions.

Elena Mazzini, L’antisemitismo cattolico
¢ le sue trasformazioni.
Un tentativo di sintesi @ margine di dne lavori... 169-189

The article explores the main issues relating to the anti-Semitic culiure in the Halian Catholic
world from the 19305 to the 1970s. Starting from two books recently published aboul this topic,
writter by Flena Mazzini herself, the paper gives an overview of the Catholic mentality. in order
1o highiight the continuities and discontinuitics occurring within these fifty years ol the halian
Catholic milicu and its traditional “anti-Semitic codex.” The sources on which both books are
based are heterogencous and extremely various: they came from both unpublished archival
documentation—kept in the Vatican Secret Archive and in the Holy See Archive—and from
over fifty Catholic newspapers. Reviewing the recent historiographical debate developed both
in Italy and abroad aboul Italian ecclesiastical politics and Vatican attitudes during the “totalita-
rian Fra”—as the Fascist regime was—as well as the legacics of these anti-Semitic practices in
aftermath of WWII, the essay summarizes the principal aspects of these widespread questions
which both books have investigated in detail .

Historical Jesus: History of Research

Michela Catto. Confucio in Ewropa ¢ Gestt in Cind ............. (91-201

The publication of Conflicis Sinarum Phifosophis is 1687 started popularizing Confucius’s
doctrine in Eurepe and gave rise to multiple observations on the differences and similarities of
Confucian teachings and Catholic doctrine. The comparison between Mederns and Ancients. of
the New Testament and tradition. spread to the West and the East, stressing the cultural contiuutun
of Christianity between the two continents. While Confucius was westernized in Europe. the figure
of Christ in China upderwent an inversion of the same process. The evangelical message had been
brought to (he Far East and had heen forgotien, bul 11s presence was revealed by applying the
figurist method to ancient Chinese texts. The highly ethical and moral values witl: which Chincse
socicty had always been credited were justified by the presence of Christ and its manifestation.
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+  Santiago Guijarro, El Evangelio segtin Mateo,
la Carta de Santiago y la Didajé ... 203-206

+  Mauro Pesce, Ebrei credenti in Gesii, un contributo
di Claudio Gianotto alla storia della costruzione
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« (laudio Gianotto,
Risposta dell QUIOTE v 221-224

Pierre Maraval, Gilles Dorival, Francois Vouga,

Emanuela Prinzivalli, Manlio Simonetti, Discussione

del libro di Emanuela Prinzivalli. Manlio Simonetti,
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{ “Letteratura Cristiana Antica”, 26),

Brescia, Morcelliana, 2002 .o 225-241
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de Emeanuela Prinzivalli et Manlio Simonetti e 225229

«  Gilles Dorival, La teologia degli antichi cristiani:
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Troy W. Martin, Animals Impregnared by the Wind
and Mary’s Pregnancy by the Holy Spirit......evviviiioieenns f1-24

This paper examines the textual evidence for the ancient notion of the ability of the wind to
produce pregrancies in animals, It then surveys the relationship between wind pregnancies
and Mary’s pregnancy as argued by the Church fathers. Finally, it explores the Matthean and
Lucan accounts of Mary's pregnancy by the Holy Spirit as a type of wind pregnancy. The
ancient notion of pregnancies induced from the wind explains at lcast three features of the
Gospel accounts. First, it explains why the “holy wind” is mentioned at all in the description
of Mary's conception. Second, it expiains why Maithew uses the phrase “from the “holy
wind® (Ex avedparog Gyiou)” 10 describe Mary’s being found witk child. Third, it explains
Luke’s additional statement that the “power of the most High (d@vaug Dplotou)” would
“overshadow (Emwonedroer)” Mary in his account that the “holy wind” would “come upon
(émehshosTan)” her. This paper concludes that the notion of wind pregnancies provided the
Gospel writers with a context that enhanced the credibility of Jesus” conception from the Holy
Spirit and helped them articulate certain features of Mary's pregnancy from the Holy Spirit,

Simon Claude Mimouni, Les établissements nazoréens,
ébionites et elkasaites d'uprés les hérésiologues
de la Grande Eglse ... 25-39

On the basis of the heresiologists of the Great Church, especiaily Epiphanius of Salamis, the
author makes a map of the Ebionite and Nazarene communities in Syria-Palestine in the 1V
century and then tries to trace their localizations in the Il and 1[I centuries. On the basis of
the Vira Mani (Codex Manichean of Cologne) the article reconstructs a map of the Eichasaite
communities in Babylenia in the 111 century. This research will fecus on the interstitial nature
of these communities both from a doctrinal and a topographical point of view.

Martin C. Arno, A Critical Review of MacDonald's
Two Shipwrecked Gospels...covvniiiee, 41-62

MacDonald’s quest is a much needed one in scholarship. Scholars shoutd be willing to lest new,
sometimes unconventional, theories in order Lo advance the body of knowledge on Christian

3




origins. MacDorald’s book presents & mammoth challenge to scholars of various persuasions,
and it serves 1o show that New Testament studies is still a lively field with many areas 1o
develop. Yet, whereas this book represents a new area of study in carly Chyistian scholarship,
MacDonald himself presents it as an end, as if the synoptic problem has found ils solution.
This article has atempted Lo engage with at feast some prominent aspects of MacDonald’s
new book and has found much of it wanling, yet ripe for further conversation,

Franco Motla, Una figura della tradizione.
N Gesit di Baronio (1560 ¢a.-1588) cucvicvvicinniinrrnrevsineccnnanne 63-92

The events of JTesus’ life as they are described by Caesar Baronius in the first volume of his
Annales ecclesiastici (Rome, 1588) can be read as the canonical model of interpretation of
the Gospels according o the doctrinal agenda of the Tridentine Church. Several of the basic
lines of aclion of the Counterreformation cultural strategy can be found inlersecled in the
text: the defense of the biblical canon sanctioned by the Council of Trent and of the holy
tradition as a source of faith, the recovery of Patristics as a cornerstone of posilive theology,
the refutation of Protestant doctrine, and the construction of a persuasive religious discourse
capable of using historical sources as the clements of an apologetic apparatus grounded on
the supremacy of theology.

Claudio Ferlan, L'educazione contesa:
una sfida confessionale nella realta austriaca.
La diocesi di Gurk tra Cinguecento e inizio Seicento........... 93-111

This essay focuses on educational systems for examining religious conflict between Catholics
and Lutherans during the sixleenth and early seventeenth century in the Austrian region of
Kirnten (Carinthia). The diocese of Gurk and the city of Klagenfurt, in particular, belong to
a borderline multilingual region, where the very coexistence of varicus Catholic institutions
ts difficull. The study analyzes how political authorities organize and implement educational
programs as tools for promoting the diffusion of faith. Even the establishment of schools and
schotarships is a main strategy lor supporling one or the other religious group. The research
analyzes training opportunities of future Catholic and Lutheran clergy as part of a complex
strategy of religious and political control through school curriculum and the mobility o Aus-
trian, German and Romarn colleges and universities.

Federico Zuliani, Sigismondo Arquer tra esegesi biblica
e edizioni poliglotte. Per lo studio della religiosita
di un laico del medio Cinguecento.. ... et 113-153

Fhis article investigates the approach towards the Scriptures of Sigismondo Arguer, a jurist
from Sardinia (b. £530) who was put under trial, and later senteaced to death, by the Spanish
Inguisition in 1571. The analysis focuses in particular on a reconstruction of Arquer’s rich
library of bibiical edittons and exegetical tools as well as on the centrality that direct access
to the original texts in Hebrew and Greek had in his spiritsality. Although he did not regard
himself as a Protestant, but as a devout Cathotic, Arquer proved himself snwilling 10 give up
his readings, even when facing the Inguisitien. The article contributes therefore 1o the study
of the implementation of the Tridentine decree forbidding laymen from reading Scriptures.
Moreover it offers also the opportusity to cast some light on Arquer’s links with Basel, in
parlicular with Sebastian Miinster.

Gerardo Cunico, Kaaf Reading the Bible ... s 135-163
The need for a philosophical reading of the Bible systematically arises for Kant from the

double articudation of his philosophy of religion: beside a rational (moral) account for the
faith in God it includes also the delineation of an ethical-religicus community destined for the
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whole of mankind and requiring the support of an authoritative text. Hence there is the need
both to examine the Scriptures of Christian tradition—the only properly religiots document
according te Kant—and to state principles and criteria of their interpretation. The explicit
standards formulated by Kant have therefore no general hermereutic validity, but onfy one
limited to the narrower scope of such an ethical-ecclesial use. His interpretative practice,
however, lets us recognise 2 much wider and more differentiated approach with several levels
and tasks of reading.

Alberto Scigliano, Le isfituzioni mosaiche
nelia repubblica degli ebrei di Joseph Salvador.................... 167-202

This article aims to investigate the interest in the Jewish political example expressed in the
Histaire des institutions de Moise el du peuple hidbren by the eclectic French thinker Joseph
Salvador. Salvador’s unique declination of the Mosaic respublica hebraeorunt represents a
novelty in the context of treatises that dealt with biblical pelity as political exemplum. While
in the seventeenth century the first Christian “Jewish Studies”™ used the model mainly for le-
gitimizing political and constitutional visions. Safvador instead presents an institutional system
based on universal principies sublimated into a centripetal political force. the usefulness of
which is to amend the world and to fulfill the Jewish mission to human progress.

Liana Elda Funaro, «Cose d’Oriente».
Studi ebraici e orientalismo nella Firenze
del secondo Ottocento. Inediti da un epistolario ................ 203-232

. This essay focuses on a limited section of the hitherto unpublished correspondence between
Fausto Lasinio (a scholar of comparative Semitic languages, Hebrew and Arabic at the uni-
versities of Pisa and Florence} and friends and colleagues of the Florentine Regio istituia di
studi superiori and of the University of Pisa, all belonging to the circle of Angelo De Guber-
natis. The article also pays atiention 10 the activity of some Italian Hebraists (A. Paggi, E.
Benamozegh, D. Castelli, S. De Benedetti) in the context of international Oriental Studies, as
well as the context of [talian nationalism.

QOrtavio Ghidini, Cultura pagana e cultura cristiana,

metamaorfosi e conversione.

A propasito dello studio critico di Monica Bisi

Poetica della metamorfost e poetica della conversione ......... 233250

This paper presents and discusses a recent study that addresses the problem of the relationship
between the Weltanschanung of ancient Paganism and of Christianity. This comparison is
performed by analyzing how thesc two philosophical and religicus perspectives, different from
one another. deal with the issue of becoming and with the phenomenon of the transformation.
From this point of view. the pagan world is characterized by the dynamics of metamorphosis.
while Christianity is focused on the process of conversion. The essay presented and discussed
here also attempts to show that the two different perspectives have some specific stylistic and
formal caquivalents in literary works. The thesis is supported by the analysis of the rhetoric of
some of the canonical texts of Itafian literature, which were created during a fong lime span.
from Dante’s Divine Comedy to the Betrothed by Alessandro Manzoni.
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il tempo del Figlio. I filosofi e il Cristo
all'inizio dell’etd moderna (Antonella Del Prete) ... 251-254
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