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For the past five decades [ have pursued a single problem of description, analysis, and interpre-
talion, which is, to exptain how Judaisa: as we know that religion came into being, [ refer io the
Judaic religious sysiem that is portrayed in Scripture as interpreted by the rabbinic authoritics
of late antiguity. [ have wanted 1o account for its success, when and where it succeeded in its
social goals, and to explain the conditions of its failure, when it did not. While a field-theory
of the history of Judaism has emerged, my principal interest, Itom the beginning to the present,
has been in the formative age, the first seven centuries.
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A Space for fewish CRESHanity? ... 43-69

I am suggesting that a comparative cross-cultural study in anthropological perspective of
the conjunction of millennial discourse as negative dissociative social commentary, baptist
movemenis, and intensified practices of purity might shed explanatory light on the existence
of counter-cullural secial formations in aniiquity, such that the origins and growth of Jesus
cuit groups in their contexts as millennialist formations receive their dug in thick comparative
and theoretical description. This is the basis for a re-descriptive theorizing of ancient baptist
movemenis, in so far as these can be identiied as a fount for some important nascent trajec-
tories in the fonmation of Christian identities and social imaginations.
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Andrea Annese, Logion 83 and the “Image”
in the Gospel of Thomas:
Relationships with Sonmie Pauline and Farly Christian Texts 71-88

In the Gospel of Thomas, tour fogia contain the (theologically crucial) image motif. This
article analyzes the divisive /. 83, in particular, examining the various translations and inter-
pretaticns, then providing a reading of the text, relating it to the othor fogia about the image
in Th, but above all to Pauline, deuicro/pseude-Pautine and Johannine texts. Thus, the study
deals with the relationship between Th and Paul, an issue that is still almost unexplored. The
article aims Lo show that 1. 83 refars, not only to anthropological and protological issues, but
also {and significantly) to christological ones. The text could be understood without relating
it 1o Gnosticism; it scems 1o inleract with some Pauline and Johanaine motifs, and 1o evoke
Gen 1; but also reflectiong on Christ as “lmage,” connecting cschatology and protology. This
is not 10 claim that the whole Th would be dependent on those texts: Th is a layered text, in
which carly (and/or independent) logia arc juxtaposed 1 other Jaler ones. The logiy about the
image coutd fit into trajeciories developed by other carly Christian traditions.

Kevwords: Gospel of Thomas, Image, Paul, Gospel of John, Christological perspectives.

Dan Batovici, The Shepherd of Hermas
in Recent Scholarship on the Canon:
A Review AFHCle oo 89-105

The Shepherd of Hermas has a rather peculiar reception among other second century Lexis.
In addition to the significantly large number of papyri preserved which contain jts text, it was
quoted as either scripture or revealed text by important carly patristic authors — most notably
Irenacus of Lyon, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Didymus the Blind—and was copied
{along with the Epistle of Barnabas, after the Revelation) in one of the four lale antique Bible
pandects: Codex Sinaiticus. Such evidence has led 1o the inclusicn of the Shepherd in the
modern discussion on the Biblicai canon, This contribution oflers a critical overview of the
varicus stances involved in the discussion.

Keywords: Shepherd of Hermas, biblical canon, literary papyri, Codex Sinaiticus, second
century.
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Mark DelCogliano, Phinehas the Zealot

and the Cappadocians:

Philo, Origen, and a Family Legacy

of Anti-Eunomian Rhetoric ... SO, - 167-123

This article surveys the reception of the biblical figure Phinehas the Zealot in Greek Christia-
nity through the fourth century. It reveals that the Cappadocians had unprecedented interest
in Phinehas when compared with their Christian forbears, adopling a favorable view of him
that has more in common with Philo than Origen. Of particular importance is the deployment
of the figure of Phinehas in anti-Eunomian contexls by Basil of Cacsarea, as well his brothers
Gregory of Nyssa and Peter of Scbastela, who accepied not only Basil’s self-presentation as a
kind of zealous Phinehas motivated by righteous anger, but alse his depiction of Eunomius as
a fornicator who was a deserving target of rhetorical violence. Yet each also modified Basil’s
depictions in their own way (o suit their own purposes. Accordingly, Basil not only exercised
a theological infiuence over his brothers, but shaped the polemical categories by which they
understeod the controversy with Eunomius. For the Cappadocians, the anti-Eunomian defender
of orthodoxy is a new Phinehas.

Kevwords: Phinehas the Zealot, Philo, Origen, Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa, Eunomius.
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Julie Casteigt. Identité du témoin

ef accomplissement des figures:

le modéle de la voix et du Verbe

dans la lecture albertienne de Jn [ 19-24 . . 125-144

The Albertian exegesis of John 1:19-24 raises three questions: the identity of the witness,
the articulations of both Testaments and the manifestation of the Word. In each of these three
cases, John the Baptist’s testimony underlines, according to Albert the Great, the role of the
materiality of the mediations. To the question of the identity, John the Baptist answers with a
function: he is the voice that announces the Word. According to the same pattern, he breaks
the continuity with the figure of the prophet of the First Testament: in contrast with the inspired
prophet, the enunciation is not the announcement of a future accomplishment, but the act by
which the Word manifests kimself (hrough the voice as a material mediation. This distinction
between the sound of the voice and the act of the Word, which Albert takes up from Augastin,
allows the reader of John 1:19-24 to take the place of the witness to how Jehn the Baptist's
voice is the mediation of the Word that he testifies.

Keywords: Albert the Great, Gospel of John, Joln the Baptist, history of exegesis, medieval
theology, mediation.

Judaism and Christianity in Early Modern
and Contemporary Times

Cristiana Facchini, Entangled Histories.
A Road Map to Religious Individualization
in Early Modern Judaism................... SOOIt 145174

This article explores how the process of religious individualization, which focuses on agency
and entrepreneurship, is a viable thecretical tool to be applied te early modern fudaism.
Instead of iaterpreting carly modera Judaism as a coherent and stable religious system, or
emnphasizing a particular current of religious thought that might be influential in supporting
individual agency, the arlicle aims Lo effer an overview of how a diaspora religion such as
Judaism was chasacterized by a wealth of different religious choices. This perspective is
combined with a methodelogical approach linked to ‘entangled history,” which highlights
plausibic and potential relationships among different religious groups. This perspective aims
to unearth dynamism instead of identity or coherence.

Kevwords: religious individualization. Judaism, entangled history, conversion, carly modern
period, sclfhood.

Wim Francois, Grace, Free Will, and Predestination
in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide......... 175-197

This article sheds light upon Comelius a Lapide {(1567-1637), onc of the mos? prolific Bible
commentators of post-tridentine Catholicism. whose works went through several reprints and
translations until the twenticth century. The article contends that A Lapide’s success was nol
only due to the encyciopacdic knowledge he displays regarding biblical interpretation, but
also to his preference for a main-stream theology regarding grace, free will and predestina-
tion, in a period when these issues were heavily disputed. The article also focuses upon the
authorities —espectally patristic—which A Lapide invokes te undergird his positions: and it
argues that his usc of the Greek Fathers to emphasize man’s possibilities to contribute to his
own salvation was meant as a subtle corrective to Augusting’s sustained stress on the over-
whelming need of God's grace.

Kevwords: grace. free will, predestination, biblical commentaries, Comnelius a Lapide.




Stefano Villani, Christianus Lazarus Lauria
e Uattivita della London Society for the Propagation
of Christianity among the Jews in ftalic ...ccccvvnieiinennnen. 199-228

The essay reconstructs both the biography of Christianus Lazarus Lauria {circa 1821-1885)
and the activitics of the London Sociery for the Propagation of Christianity among the Jews
in Italy. This British missionary organization, founded on interdenominational lines in 1809,
became an expression of Hie Church of England in 1815, Its purpose was the conversion of the
Jews, emphasizing at the same time the Jewish reots of Christianity (the organization, which
still exists, since 1995 took the name of Churcht’s Ministry among Jewish People). Approached
by missionarics of this Society in Jerusalem, Rabbi Eliczer Lauria converted 1o Christianity in
1843 changing his first name to Christianus Lazarus. He subsequently became a minister of
the Church of England.A missionary in ltaly, he worked first in Turin (E855-1862} and then
in Leghom {1862-1866). Moved by the illusory hope that the political Italian Risorgimento
could trigger a religious reformation, the organization published bocks and pamphiets and
employed scveral agents in Italy (the last cutpost of the Society in Rome was closed in 1914).

Kevwords: London Jewish Society, Jewish history, missionary history, conversions, messia-
nism.
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Kevwords: Giuseppe Alberigo, Catholic Chusch, Reform of the Chrurch, History of Chiristia-
nity, Faith and History.,

Giuseppe Alberigo, Vita attiva ¢ vita contemplativa

in un’esperienza cristiana del XVI secolo 301

In an article published in 1974, the historian of the Church Giuseppe Alberigo, who died in
2006, reconstructs a debate between Tommaso Giustiniant and Gaspare Contarini. The debate,
which took place a few years before the beginning of the Protestant Reformation, presupposes
an acute perception of church decadence and the need for a profound reform. The characters
mvolved in the debate had divided each other in face of life choices deemed necessary 1o
meel the aeeds of the tdme. Giustiniani chose contemplative life, Contarini instead defended
the primacy of conjugat life and action in the world. According 1o Giuseppe Alberigo, the
Venetian story had a particular symbolic significance for the cendition of Catholicism in the
mid-twentieth century.

Keywords: Catholic Church, Reform of the Chuzch. History of Chyistianiiy, Coniemplative
life, Layman in the Church.

The Epistle of James: Theology, Ethics and Reception
Tobias Nicklas, Vorwort ..o feetee et et et ee s 339

Petr Maredek, Die Person Jesu Christi im Jakobusbrief ... 343

This paper focuses on the person of Jesus Christ in the Leter of James and is divided ino
three parts. [n the first section attention is paid 10 Jas 111 and 2:1, where the name Jesus Christ
appears. Secondly the texts with the Kyrios title, which is used to reler to Jesus Christ, are
analyzed. Then there is a discussion of whether there are some othier passages in the Letter
of James that contain Christological utterances— possibly Jas 4:15 (“if the Lord wills it™)
may be about Jesus Christ, although it cannet be proved. Lastly we find that the formulation
about “the excetlent name that was invoked over you” in Jas 2:7 presupposes baptism “in
the name of Jesus”,

On the basis of the analysis of those texis of the Letler of James that refer to Jesus Christ,
it is possible 10 conclude that the Leter of James, from the very first verse, is a theoceniric
and Christologica! lext. In the Epistle 1o James, God and Jesus Christ are united even while
mainlaining their distincliveness, as is emphasised by the intended inner connection of thewel-
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ogy and Christology. The lowliness of the crucificd Jesus is totally absent from the Letter of
James, whereas (he risen and glorified Christ (Jas 2:1) is hightighted as he will come as the
eschatological judge {Jas 5:93 at the end of time (fas 5:7-8}.

Keywords: Letter of James, Barly Christianity, Jesus Christ, Chrisiology, Eschatology.

Tobias Nicklas, Grofifamilie aus owdlf Stédmmen.
Die  Kirche™ im Jakobusbrief ... 363

The Epistle of James is u text which usually is not seen as interested in ecclesiological mat-
ters. In fact, the text is not concerned with ecclesiological ministries or the erder of the com-
munity and does not (alk a Jot about rituals. It develops, however, important images of the
ekkiésia (or the svuagoge). [Lis connected 10 the twelve tribes of Israel in the diaspora and
described as a family of brothers and sisters who have both God and Abraham as their father.
The article discusses James's images of the ekkfésio and asks for their place in a landscape
of carly Christian thinking.

Keywords: Lelter of James, Barly Christianity, Bcclesiology. Twelve Tribes of Israel, Ficuve
Family.

Susanne Luther, Von Feigenbdumen und Qliven.
Die Rezeption, Transformation und Kreation
sprachethischer Traditionen int Jakobusbrief ... 381

The perspective of speech-ethics throws new light onto feng-debated tradition-historical und
introductory guestions concerning the Epistle of James. Building upon the reception of Old
Testament, Hellenistic Jewish, Greeo-Roman as well as early Christian speech-ethical tradi-
tions, this contribution atiempis (o illuminate ihe tradition-historical background of the Epistic
of James, which in turn allows lor inferences concerning the author, the historical and theo-
logical location of the Epistle, its contribution to early Christian identity formation as well as
its place within the speech-ethical discourse of carly Christianity.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Speech-Ethics, Christian identity, Formation,
Roman-Hellenistic Judaism.

Oda Wischmeyer, Jak 3,13-18 vor dem Hintergrund
von 1 Kor 1,17-2.16. Friihchristliche Weisheitstheologie

und der Jakobusbrief 403

In this contributicn the author argues that Jas 3:13-18 can be read against the background of
dualistic Jewish wisdom theology in its specific reformulation by Paui in § Cor 1-2. Paul und
the author of the Letier of Jamcs share the appraisal of the situation of their communities: mis-
conceived wisdon cause discord, unrcst and factions in the commmunities. While Paul strives
for unity by a complex Christological reinterpretation of wisdom (wisdom of the cross) the
author of the Letter of Tames puts an end to speculative and rhetorical wisdom by interpreting
Sophia as virlue of peacelul coexisience within the communitics.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Jewish Wisdom, Letlers of Paul, Peaceful
coexistence.

Ladistav Tichy, Das Gebet im Jakobusbrief ...................... 431

The contribution deals with the theme of prayer in the Letier of James. The first main part
of the article examines the linguistic inventory of the three texts that explicitly speak about
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prayer inl the Letter of James {1:5-8: 4,1-3: 5,13-18). The second patt tries to prescnt the
theological message of these explicit texts. Additionally, the sense and importance of other
texts (3:8-10; 5:4; 5:191.) that are also intcrpreted in connection with the theme of prayer
{c.e. by A. Wypadla) is discussed. The arlicle comes 10 the conclusion that according Lo the
Letter of James the correct prayer {(both in its form and in its goal) must be an cssential part
of the practice of life of all who believe in Christ. In this respect. there would be no conflict
with the position of the apostie Paul.

Kevwords: Letter of James, Early Christianity. Prayer, Paut of Tarsus, Practice of Life.

Peter Wick, Zwischen Parteilichkeit und Barmherzigkeit!
Jak 2,1-13 und die elaborierte Ethik des Jakobusbriefes ... 443

The text of Jas 2:1-13 begins with a warning against partiality and leads 1o a praise of merey.
Justice, the faw and the commandment of fove play a central role as well. Partiality and
mercy {or grace} both exceed the framework of justice and the commandments. Interestingly
enough, they both have the same root in the Hebrew Bible. For James partiality is unjust and
merey is more than just, God approves of privileging the poor. This is nol unjust. becavse it
compensates for the discrimination of the poor in (his world. A person who keeps the Torah,
avoids partiality and acts mercifully. thereby imitating God. influgnces God's measure of
judgement. God’s judgement on him will nat only be just. but it will go beyond justice: It
will be merciful.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Justice, Poverty. Hebrew Bible,

Artur Malina, «f demoni credono e tremane» (Ge 2,19) ... 457

The article deals with an example used in James™ treatrnent of faith and works. According to
some commentators, the reference to the trembling of the demons (Jas 2:19) is placed at the
center of the unit (Jas 2:14-26). Others, however, recognize that it is subordinated (o a patiern
of argumentation described by the ancicnt rhetors and named the chreda. This type of reasoning
begins with a question, which is responded Lo by a main thesis. contrasied to an objection that
is refuted with the help of various exampies. The ncgative example of the demons, similarly
to the positive cxamptes of Abraham and Rahab. is persuasive il it is a representation of a real
event. Therefore, we have another reason (o assume that the readers of James were familiar
with oral or written traditions of Jesus” words and deeds.

Kevwords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Faith and Works, Demons, Chreia.

Ji¥i Mrézek, Realisierter Glaube (Jak 2,14-26) .o 469

The principal theme in the Epistic of James is not faith and works (2:14). but faith that can
prove its worlh in times of crisis (1:2). However, the condilion for it to be able to prove
its warth in this way is that we live in accordance with it (2:14-26). This is not a gues-
tion of moralistic accumulation of “good deeds,” but of whether or not faith is the basis
on which we make decisions in real Hfe. The ypothetical objection in 2:18 takes James’
requirement of implementing owur laith to the peint of absurdity (in the firal analysis. faith
is not necessary, deeds are sufficient)--oaly for James to reject it; faith that is not used is
of no help, but deeds on their awn are also peintless and cannot be a substitute for faith
in times of crisis. The examples that foliow {Abraham and Rahab) show faith being used
in decision-making.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Faitk, Decision-Making, Abraham.
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Kelsie Gayle Rodenbiker, The Persistent Sufferer:
The Exemplar of Job in the Letier of James ........c..cccu....... 479

This article is concerned with the use of Job to exemplify endurance in the Letter of James,
the first of the seven so-called Catholic Epistles (Yas 5:11). The cofiective form of the Catholic
Epistles along with their common use of positive and negative paradigmalic biblical characters
arc addressed., followed by the characterization of Job in James, LXX Job, and the Testament
af Job. 1L is argued that James™ paradigmatic use of Job as a figure who exemplifies endur-
ance shows a more direct literary relationship 10 TJoh, which portrays Job's wiiling engage-
ment with Satan that results in his suffering, than LXX Job and the canonical Book of Job,
in which Job is unaware of the heavealy conflict over his piety and characterized not by his
endurance but primarily by his misery —even in his own words, The refationship of James
to the Testament of Job highligits the value of the study of parabibiical literature alongside
carly Christian literature, even within a study that takes seriously the Catholic Epistles as a
canonical collection.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Chiristianity, Book of Job, Biblical Characters, Suffering.

Ryan D. Wettlaufer, The Well Primed Scribe ......oovvievvvinn, 497

Lexical priming is the phenomenon wherein a reader, through repeated exposure, is condi-
tioned to cxpect common word pairings. That is, when certain words often appear in proximity,
the reader will develop a subconscious expectation to see one whenever they sec the other.
This expectation can often fead a reader to misread a subsequent word as the expected word:
they think they see what they expected to see, even when its not really there. This paper will
introduce the history and study of lexical priming, and then turn to the text of James to explore
whether the phenomenon could have played a role in scribal variation.

Kewwards: Letter of James, Easly Christianity, Lexical Priming, Scribal Variation, Reader.

Christian Bemmerl, Die friihe Rezeption des Jakobushriefs
und die Geschichte des neutestamentlichen Kanons ............ 513

The early reception history of the epistle of James continues Lo provide more questions than
answers, but it also offers a new perspective on a recent debate. Scholars like David Trobisch
have argued that the New Testament was pubtished as a single book, put together by a single
editor, by the end of the second century. Reception history of James shows that this is incor-
rect. There are ro indisputable traces of the epistie before Origen. Furthermore, there s a
geographical issue, The epistle is altested earlier in the Eastern Church than in the West. This
is shown by a comparison of James with passages by Irenacus of Lyon, Clement of Alexandria
and Origen, The epistle of James demonstrates that the canonical status of texts that are now
part of the Ncw Testament varied {rom region to region and across time,

Keywords: Letter of Jlames, Early Christianity, Irenacus of Lyon, Clement of Alexandria,
Origen.

Alicia I. Batten, Early Anabaptist Interpretarion
of the Letter of JAMIEs ..ooocoooioeviioiieicieeceee. 537

The Letter of James was popular among members of the early Anabaptist movement for a
variety of reasons. The perceived parallels between verses in James and some of the teachings
attrivuted to Jesus contributed to this popularity because of the import Anabaptists placed upon
the example of icsus. James® emphasis upon withstanding trials, enduring suffering, and keep-
ing onesclf unstained from the world resonated with the experiences of those Anabaptists who
suffered martyrdom. Theelogically, some Anabaptist leaders found support in James for their
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stress upon the believer’s frec choice o witness to her or his theelogicat commitments and to
embody the power of the Holy Spirit working in an ongoing process of moral transformation.

Keywords: Letter of James, Early Christianity, Anabaptism, Sayings of Jesus. Martyrdom.
Early Christianity

Arianna Rotondo, Uomini ¢ donne refla prassi discepolare:
diaconia e potere nell'unzione di Betania (Gv 12,1-8) ......... 553

This paper deals with the passage known as The Anoiating at Bethany found in the Gospel of
John 12:1-8. This pericepe has been chosen as a case study 1o investigate if and, in case, how
the geader relations can arise from the practice of diakoniu through the dynamics of power.
From & methedological point of view, this paper intends to imegrate different calegories of
specific approaches. While the “gender pair™ approach brings light on the narratological lunc-
tion of the gender relations. an attentive gaze on Jesus’ interactions with women provides a
heuristic perspective 1o rethink the story of “the Woman Who Anointed Jesus,” specifically
the Johannine version of the dinner at Bethany. As regards this point, this paper suggests that
the Johannine version has had a huge part in the social memory of the proto-christian groups,
and that this version of the story has been preserved and recognised as a story deserving ot
being transmitted across time for its importance in the communitarian Jife.

Kevwords: Gospel of John, Early Christianity, Ancinting of Bethany, diakonia, Women
Studices.

Rodrigo Laham Cohen, La mirada atrevida Jesis
en b Sanedrin 076 v la tdpica adversus fudaeos ... 577

‘The aim of this paper is to analyze the allusions 10 Jesus in two paralle] wxts of the Bubylonian
Talmud: Sanhedrin 107 and Sorai 47a. Rather than atiempling to re-cnact the historical figure
of Jesus — not possible from rabbinic evidence ~ the object will be to explore the nature of
the character created by the rabbis and their reasons to picture Jesus in a specific way. The
analysis of b Sanhiedrin 1070 and b Sorah 475 as well as the literature adversns Iudaeos wilthin
the Sassanid context suggests thal the creation of an immoral lesus in the Talmd served
two purposes: (o desacralize the Christian Messiah and w also counteract the attacks made by
Christians on Jewish spirituality, as derived from the study of polemics and debates.

Keywords: Jesus, Rabbinic Literature, Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin, Sotah.
History of Religions

Luca Arcari, Hellenismus e pluralismo religioso.
Le ambiguita di un’associazione nella riflessione
storico-religiosa tedesca tra Otio ¢ Novecento ... 603

With this essay, 1 intend to cast light on the imporiance of the academic construction of Hel-
fenisiues, a cultural product weil-grounded in German aftertumswissenschaft (since G. Droy-
sen’s seminal beok), in W. BousseU's analysis of early Christianity as well as in G, Kinel's
methodolegical assumptions grounding the Theologisches Wérrerbuch zim Newen Testement
and the Judenfrage quereile. The concept of Hellenismus. in German historiographical (and
theclogical) appropriation, emerges as a sort of functional passepariout tor a thedle)ological
view of the parting of the ways between Judaism and Christianity. [n this essay, it is my aim 0
aralyse the finalistic vision emerging from the debate over the relationships between Hellenism
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andl the origins of Christianity in order o emphasize the so-called “Jewish prebiem” in various
German socio-political and cultural conexts. Also according 1o such historiographical (and
theological} debates, it clearly appears that “Jewish prohlem hung as & dack shadow over the
theological and political life f...). In the greal project of shapiag the German nation-siaie, a
project that several feading theologians were invoived in, the Jewish minosity [...} was often
regarded as a disturbing phenomenon” (A. Gerdmar).

Keywords: History of religions, Hellenismus, Walter Bousset, Farly Christianity, Judaism.




